As with cuttings, seeds should be collected from a plant
that has been well maintained, has favorable characteristics
(e.g. yield, visual appeal) and is free of disease. Seeds should
be collected when mature. Seeds that are immature will not
germinate when planted. Immature seeds are soft and generally
paler in color compared with mature seeds of the species.

It is important to note that a seed is living. To suppress
germination but maintain the seed in a dormant state, storage
conditions should be maintained as follows:

- Cool (36 to 46°F)
- Dry conditions with limited oxygen supply — via screw
topped glass jar
- Darkness
Medium: The choice of growing medium is essential. It

should provide high oxygen and water levels and good drainage.

Disease: Sterilization of hardware and media before and
during the propagation process is paramount. Maintaining
adequate ventilation is also essential for minimizing the threat
of disease outbreak.
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Thoroughly wash and sterilize all hardware and areas that are
likely to contact seedlings and cause disease contamination.

To increase the success rate of seedlings, use a heat mat
and propagation lid (vents closed) to maintain root and air
temperature at 68 to 77°F and relative humidity at 80 per cent
(Figure 1). Note that cool conditions delay the germination of
most seeds making them more susceptible to fungal attack.

Pre-soak medium with a highly pH buffered seedling nutrient.
This ensures excess alkalinity is removed (lowers the pH) and
the medium is bedded down. Allow medium to drain.
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Figure 2b: Later stage of
growth - ‘colydens’ are
carried above the soil’s
surface.

quickly and it is essential to transplant

m (or container) that provides adequate

d shoot growth. Do this only after a

caves have formed (Figure 2b). If the
rent position for too long the roots may
ecome tangled.

ro1d disturbing roots. Simply plant the
edium. If it is necessary to remove the
gation medium, ensure to be extremely

ring the transplanting process:
1. Allow the roots to settle naturally
into the new medium. Do not allow
the roots to become twisted or bent
upwards (Figure 3).
2. Plant the seedling to the same depth
as it was before.

Figure 3: Seedlings are usually due to be
transplanted once the first ‘true leaves’ have
formed. When transplanting do not allow the
roots to become twisted or bent upwards and
plant at the same depth as before.
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For additional articles by Bob Taylor visit
www.maximumyield.com
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